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Uncle Sam's Expedition to Abyssinia GREATER NUMBER OF STYLES SEEN IN ST.NIK

t
and Its Effect Upon American Trade. u Nl till! UUnlO. LOUIORE IN GADET .GRAY OR BLUE CLOTH.

King Menehk's People Clothed in Cottons From the United States Our Trade With South Africa "These Are Trimmed-i- n Scarlet, Gold and Black, With Gilt Braids and Brass Buttons- -
Greater Than With South America and China In thV Gold Mines of the Rand Kimberley
Diamonds and American "Cape Is Indispensable to the Correct Soldierly Effect.Machines New African Railroads Equipped by the Yankees Our
Gooda on the Wert CoastCongo Cotton Venn American Cotton Our Commerce in Li-
beria, in Egypt and --Along the Aftican'Mediterranean.
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pcclol correspondence of The Sunday Brpubllc.
.Washington. Dec. 1 Our Consul Gen-

eral at Marseilles. Robert P. fllrlisau la
sow on Ms way to Abyssinia, to make a
commercial treaty with Kin Menel'k.

He goes as a representative of the
American Government on an American
gunboat and with a. company of American
marines. ,

Bis route will be across the Mediter-
ranean to the Sues Canal and down
through the Red Sea to Jlboutt. In

i French 8omallland.
Here he will take the new railroad

which was completed last year from Jl
boutt to Harar. In Southeast Abyssinia,
a distance of 183 miles.

At Harar he will make up a. caravan
of jnules and camels to go across the
country to the great camplike capital of
Adls. Ababa, where King Menellk has his
court. .

He win spend some tltne there, making
the treaty and Investigating trade cond-

itions, and will then return to Europe or
the United States.

This expedition will be 6f great advan-
tage to American trade.

It Is the first Government step In) our
commercial Invasion of Africa, and it
rIU probably be followed by others,
which will give us our share' in the for-
eign trade of that continent.

Africa Is three times as big as Europe,
and Its population, by some estimates, is
nlmost as large. ,

It already buys goods amounting to
many millions of dollars, and prospec-
tively It Is one of our best customers.

At present most of our exports go la.
Europe, but in the near future thtre will
bo lines of American steamers to the
African ports and thettrade will bo direct.

American goods are already well-know-

In Abyssinia.
The people use American petroleum and

cottons to the amount of millions of do-
llars every year.

It Is estimated that one-thi- rd of all the
good Imported by the Abysslnions come
from the United States, and of these the
cottons alone amount to $5.000000.

Abyssinia has a population of .three and
a half millions.

The people wear a sort of a toga made
of white or gray coiion.

It is 'about feet long and 6 feet wide.
They wear close-fittin- g cotton trousers
end cotton shirts.

. OUR GOODS SOU) m
FORM OF BHJRTINGS.

Much of our goods Is sold 'In the) form
of gray shirtings, and there are certain
makes which "are especially ..popular, being
known by their trade marks.

One of the marks is a camel, another a
tiger's head, and a third a Somali war-

rior. At present the trade is dominated
by a firm of Greeks in Marseilles, who buy
d'rectly from the Americans. Theyt hae
a branch house' In "Wall street and ship
from New York to Jlboutl. i

They formerly bought most of their
goods In Manchester, but the American
cotton was found to be stronger, cheaper
and more popular, and It now has the bulk
of the trade, notwithstanding the English
and Indian cottons attempt to compete
with it. .

The expedition to Xing Menelik is. a
happy thought. ,

The King controls the wade of the
country. He can puton tariffs or take
them off at' will, and can give all sorts of
rebates to his favorites.

Me will probably make the1 treaty so
that a good share W the profits of the
business will come tW him.

I understand" this lk so of most of the
Abyssinian trade. TheYKing has 'an army
of 150,000 men, and if the clothing for-th- e

soldiers could be made tef 'American cot-

ton it would materially increase our ex--

rrt:
Consul General Skinner' Till bring .back

the patterns most lucea ha neoplc, and
some of our factories mi work directly
for tba tzade. ..

The'Abyssinian women ' a mixture
of fclue and rea ootioo. aro fond of
turkey red calico and have nted cotton
nanaKercnieis. ,

flame of the Abyssinian fa made cot--
tons are "White with a red l1p twelve
Inches wide running Ihroui 1,.. 'HMJt.
of each piece. They could be iislly 1ml- -
tated and sold at

The American Invasion of SoAj.AMca
causes the Bnusn ana uerman mtportcrs
rrany sieepiess nigum. - -

The lonaon papers are iuu ocir,n(j j.
'saw frequent references to It ln'thejLUr.
kale of Belgium, uermany ana tram

Our trade thsre is growing "about as

'dly as in any part of thp world We are
now selling something like $23,000,000 worth
of goods every year to Natal, Cape Colony
and the other countries of that region.

This Is more than we sell to all South
America and more than our sales to
China, the East Indies, Russia, Denmark,
Spain, Austria and Norway and Sweden.
NEW FARMING TERRITORIES
IN THERE COUNTRIES.

Not only that, but these countries are on
the i edge of their development.

They are having an Immense Immigra-
tion from England; new farming terri-
tories are being onened un vrv Hnv. tip
iratlroads are being built and public works
'Instituted.

Thousands of farmhouses which were
destroyed duilng the Boer war are

and our hardware Is In demand.
There Is a market for corn planters,

narrows, cultivators, plows, reapers and
mowers, thrashers and all sorts of farm
machinery. American wagons are con-
sidered the best, and they sell well ecry-wher- e.

The South Africans are using our loco-
motives on the railroads, and ha e recent-
ly bought a lot of steel cars

They like our'foodstulfs and buy Ameri-
can Hour and canned meats. Much of the
American canned stud goes to South
Africa under English brands.

Four million pounds of tinned meats
were recently shipped from New York to
London.

They were rebranded Shamrock, an
English trade mark, and sent out to
Natal.

I am told that American goods are
found throughout the gold region

They. are used in Kimberley. the dia-
mond mining center, and have made theh
way right Into the mines themselves.

Much of the mining territory there was
opened up by American mlnlnz engineers,
and these engineers early began the

American goods.
Kimberle has ice plants from Chicago.

It has a narrow gauge railroad made of
American rails laid on ties of California
redwood, with loeomothes that came
from the United States.

It has a dynamite plant with an Ameri
can manager, and the diamond mine
themselves are In charge of an American.
The same Is true of the gold mines.

The Rand is not unlike parts of Ne-
vada and the prospecting is done with
American diamond drills, which the min-
ers say are lighter than the English drills
and more easily worked.

Much of the ore Is dug down with
American picks, loaded upon cars with
American shovels, and carried through
the tunnels over American rails.

The timbering Is done with carpenter
tools from New England, the American
saw-- and the American ax being every-
where found.
AMERICAN EXPORT TRADE IN-
CREASED THIRTY PER CENT.

What troubles the English and Germars
Is the steadv- - gain in American trade.

We are increasing our exports at the
rate of SO per cent and upward a year.

In one j,ear we trained $200 000 in ma-
chinery and tvpcwrlters. WIO.OOO in house-
hold goods, and more than a half million
dollars In iron.

We are now shipping more flour than
ever, sending It direct from New Tork
and San Francisco to Cape Town and Dur
ban.

The flour goes In bags of 200 pounds or
barrels of 196 pounds, but bags are pre-
ferred.

We sell patent medicines In South
Africa. Any drug store there will give
you our liver pills, favorite soaps, refined
castor oils and our best known patent
medicines. '

We sell, electrical goods, typewriters,
cash registers and musical instruments,
such as the phonograph and graphophonc.

There Is a big demand for wire fencing
and for galvanized iron 'sheets for roofing
and building. This material Is used all
over South Africa, and It Is now supplied
chiefly by the Belgians and the English.

The new railroads of Africa are taking
.more or less American materials.

Lines are.being built here and there all
over the 'continent, and we are selling
them locomotives, brldges-an- d heavy ma-
chinery.

The South African states would rather
patronize the English, but they are open-Ing'-

new'countrles and they want their
orders filled Immediately.

The American can do this in one-thir- d

the time proposed by tho British contract-
ors and generally at a much lower rata.

This was the case with the Uganda R
which runs from Mombaaaon the

coast a little bit nboe Zanzibar, Into the
Interior as far as Luke Victoria Nyanza.

That road is now completed, and It has
twenty-seve- n American bridges upon it.

It took the British contiactors two years
to put up eight bridges, and the company
was In despair as to the twent --seven re-

maining. Thev asked the American Bridge
Company to bid upon it.

It did so, ottering to complete the whole
within secn months after the foundations
were ready.

The contract was accented and the Job
was done on time.

The bridges were built In Philadelphia
and shipped In tramp ttcamers Vo Mom- -
basa. American engineers superintended
the work and East Indian coolies per- -
formed the hard labor.

The Uganda Railroad Is partially op-

erated by American locomotives.
EGYPTIAN RAILWAY
EXTENDED FROM KHARTOUM.

A number of railroads are to be built in
the Soudan, that wide strip of country
which runs across Africa between the Sa-
hara and the Congo Vallej.

The Egyptian Railway is to be extended
south' from Khartoum, and English and
American capitalists are now having a
railway surveyed from Khartoum to Adls
Ababa, the capital of Abyalnla

If this road is built It will be followed
by a road connecting it with the French
lino at Harar. making a continuous ro id
from Khartoum to Jlboutt on the Red Sea.

Other sections have been planned along
the Cape to Cairo road, und the Germans
are building a line from the coast oppo-

site Zanzibar which will connect with that
road somewhere in the vicinity of Lake
Tanganyika.

The French propose to continue the line
which now runs from Algiers and Con-
stantinople to the oasis of Biskra, south to
Lake Tschad or Timbuktu across the
Desert of Sahara, and there are several
lines either planned or In construction
from the Gulf of Guinea into the Interior.

The Belgians have some new railroad
projects along the Congo, the road which
has been built to Stanley Pool having been
a great success Indeed, Africa offers a
Promising field for the sale of American
railway materials, and the Steel Trust and
our bridge companies should keep their
eyes ori It.

We sell comparatively few goods in
West Africa, owing to the fact that we
have no direct steamship connection.

The southern and central parts of that
continent are as near the United States
as Europe, and steamers from New York
and our Southern ports should make regu-
lar sailings to Capo Tow n, the Congo and
the Gulf jOf GJinea. At present most of
the shipping is done by the English and
Germans.

The Belgians have lines from Antwerp
to the mouth of the Congo, and the Dutch
also take a share of the trade.

The chltf English shippers are Elder,
Dempster & Co.

This firm sends steamers to most of the
ports onrthe west coast, and it is trying
to develop the trade of the British colonies
there In every possible way. It has re
cently opened up cotton plantations in La- -.

gos, and has brought cotton experts from
America to oversee them.

The same has been done by the Ger-
mans, the latter having taken negroes
from Booker T. "Washington's school at
Tuskegec to teach tho people how to ban-di- e

the cotton.
SAME EXPERIMENT TRIED
DURING CIVIL WAR.

This experiment, as far as the English
colonies are concerned. Is not new..

It was tried during our Civil War, when
prices went skjward

The .result was a shipment of 1,700 bales
In MM and of 19.000 bales In 1869. Shortly
after that the business began to decline.
It fell to 574 bales in 1880, rose to 3,000 bales
In 1S90. and dropped to ono bole only In
1897. Since then but a few hundred bales
have been annually exported.

The cotton from West Africa Is bf the
short staple variety. It has a poor color
and It does not bring as much as mid-
dling American cotton.

The British ship owners claim that they
can car' It to Liverpool as chenply as
cotton can be brought from America, for
the reason that they can take back full
cargoes of manufactures to Africa, where-
as the return cargoes to tho United States
ore light.

On would think that the United States
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The Military Girl ha3 arrived
She Is here, and, like her prototype

the military man she has conauered all
before her.

Wc hive had all sorts and descriptions
of glrl'-t-ho Summer Girl, the Athletic
Girl, the Matinee Girl the Horso Girl
but the Milltarj Girl leads all the rest.

With her erett military carriage, her
snugly fltted coats, with their fascinating
mi'itary capes, their gold braids "and their
bullet buttons, she leads the procession,
and new recruit are dally and hourly
falilr into line

And the military idea is everywhere
rampant

Not only in coats we can hardly say In
skirts, although they are braided and
fashioned In keeping with the coats worn
with them but in wraps and even shirt
wuists.

There arc epaulets and capes and mlll- -
farvbraldlngs and frogs and eordolieres
and gold embroideries everywhere.

And such fasclnatirg coats and hats
I and costumes as the designers are now

turning out to Lc worn by the Military
Girl!

Vcr appropriately the greater number
of the co-it- s are tj be In cadet gray or
blue cloth, although other shades and
colorings arc not neglected, and these will
be varloaslv trimmed with scarlet and

I gold and black, with gilt braids and
, brass buttons, these latter being flat, or
! round, or bullet sl'ape.

Of course, the military cape Is indls- -
pensable toN the correct soldierly effect,

. and this the smart-gir- l will vnry in depth
and In width to suit the needs of her size
and otyie.
CAPE FOR THE D

FIGURE.
If she be tali and broad' shouldered she

will have the cape coming well down to
the waistline and fastening across" the
chest with gilt flogs and loops and cords.

Or, If she bo of the more fairy tpe of
figure, she will have the cape just coming
over the slope of the shoulders, and will
bo very likely to have it qultf a little
longer In the back than In the front.

Of course, although the design be of
the mtlltarv tvpe. there will be a euffl--

I cicntlv large variety In its expression to
ir.ako.lt applicable to all s'zes and stvlcs
of girl with an assurod amount of suc-
cess in tach instarce

The girl who selects the cadet gray or
blue coat and she will be In the large
rrajority is almost sure to have a
touch of scarlet or crimson velvet on It
bomewhere,, and this somewhere fre-
quently resolves Itself Into a

collar, tho effect of the band of
color around the throat being almost uni-
versally becoming

To the very few who cannot wear some
shado or another of red beldw the face
any of the many complementary tones in
blue w-- prove a good substitute.

Braided in narrow gold auutacne, with
somo of the treised braid between, the
effect Is both stylish und becoming.
DEEP TURNOVER COLLAR
A SUITABLE SUBSTITUTE.

The girl who docs not like the" high
choker collars, however, can Just as well
havo a deep turnover collar or a

band of the velv et surrounding the
somewhat cut-o- ut neck,- - which will bo
much liked In nil cloth costumes, and
which will in no wise detract from the
severe military lines of the rest of the
garment.

In the sepaiate coat which may be worn
with almost any sort of frock beneath,
the military girl will prefer ono with a
tight-fittin- g back, the front semi-fittin-

or el'-- with the ctrcme stralsht-fro- nt

effect, and the cape coming down to a
point where It will not hide the pretty
curves of her svelte figure.

Tor the plainer and more utilitarian

orght to have the bulk of the trade of Li-
beria

It lias not as much as Great Britain.
The country is corapnratlvely poor and Its
total Imports omount to only Jl,00,00q a
vear.

The population numbers 2,000,000, but on
ly 60,090 of these ore of American descent,
and so far our colonizing schemes have
not been a success.
lnLiberla all accounts are kept In Amer-

ican dollars and cents, but the most com-
mon money Is English. The Germans are
doing what they can to get the trade.

They are now sending two steamers a
week from Hamburg, and the Dutch have
also established direct steamship connec-
tions.
"We have some trade with French

Congo, and quite a good deal in the way
of cotton goods with the Congo Free
State. Still further south American coal
oil Is used In the Portuguese territories,
and American tobacco Is to bo fonnd al-

most everywhere.
It la used for chewing, snuffing and

smoking In the Congo Valley, being sent
there In a leaf shape. It Is smoked In
cigarettes and cigars throughout South Af-
rica, 175.000.000 cigarettes being annually
Imported by one firm alone.

There is a big chance to Increase our
trade on tho African Mediterranean. Am-
erican cotton goods can be sold In Moroc-
co, Algeria, Tunisia, and also in Tripoli
and Egypt.

At present the French have the bulk of
the trado of Northwestern Africa.
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MILITARY WOOLTEX COAT

"

costume heavier goods will be preferred
b those who follow the fashions but
these, too. will show the same elabora-
tion of braids ,and cords and embroid-
eries. '

Some of the Scotch plaid wooltex tweeds
lend themselves' excellently to the severe
effect, and when these arc trimmed with
some or the new mixed', braids the result
Is very good indeed.:

Of cqurse. In these the coats arc cut
comparatively long, fashioned with a hi;h
standing collar, a fltted coat blouslng
sllghtlytlnto the belt, a, care which Is not
much more than a sleeve cape, long
basques, tightly fltted over the hips and
flaring but little from there.

These details are brought Into high re-
lief by applications of mfxed black and
gold braid, and. the soldierly impression
furthered with handsome pendants, cords
and tassels

Tho sKIrt to this 'costume is cut with a
very slight train, and a simple band of the
black and gold braid Is relied upon for
trimming above the hem.

While those who cater to the tastes of

Thcyihavej built up a big business In Al-
geria.

When they took possession of that coun-
try in. 1830 their annual reports to it were
only a million and a.half dollars

They are now more than fifty million
dollars every year.

The French are colonizing the icountry.
building roads and railroads, opening up
Its wheat fields and making It one of the
great fOod supply points of the Republic.

Our exports to Algeria are now worth
about a mllllondollars annually.

They are made up of tools of all kinds,
including reapers and mowers, threshers
and portable engines.
It is the same In Tunisia, which'also be-

longs to France. " tt
We annually sell $125,000 worth of agri-

cultural machinery to that country, and
also quantities) of tobacco, pork; com arid
petroleum

The Tunisians use American saws and
carpenter tool and alt sorts of American
hardware.

The biggest market of this part of the
world, however, is BgypL
That country Is4 controlled by England;

although. nominally under the Sultan, and
the United States Is now getting a fair
share of Its trade. 'The building of the Atbara bridge was a
great object lesson to. the English engi-
neers, and much of our machinery Is now
being used.

FRANK,G. CARPENTER.
copyright, 1JW. br"F. ' G.'Csnuntssi

oririsvaVf
the strictly tailor-mad-e girl wlff ta&Ptrp
the military idea enthusiastically,' the
dressmakers will not be one whit behind
them In its adoption. '

And In the handsomely braided ,cos- -.

luuirs, wmen owe ineir inception to tnts
Idea, the smart girl will look If thatwere
possible smarter than ever. "

With an elaborately braided and cordedcape hanging loosely from a fiat velvetband, which outlines the cut-o- and
neck, the cape itself having some-

thing of a plastron effect, a coat of blue
Sicilienne is belted Into the figure with a
broad girdle of gold braids, this being
pointed with a curve In front.

The deep coat basques, coming to,we)l
below the knee, are plaited at interval,
he plaits being stitched flat to half theirlergth and then left to flare.
The skirt Is cut with a dcmitraln and de-

pends entirely upon the perfect cut and fitfor Its cachet.
Still another style approved of by themilitary girl has a sunburst effect workedIn semicircles upon a shaggy zibeline. '

Have you ever known a woman that
stammered?

The fact that the proportion of those
afflicted with stammering or stuttering
Is 100 men to lm woman is one of the most
curious things in tho science of rath- -'
,o!ogy. '

Even th( specialists In nervous dis-
eases seem utterly a a loss to account for

So eminent an authority as Doctor Geo.
P. Shrady, the editor of the Medical
Record, says that in all his experience helias known of only one woman that stam-
mered..

Asked how .he accounted for the
of the fair sex from this afflic-tlon,h- or

replied:
"Uncertainly Is a stranee thlnn ' ntnm- -

merlng .is on .epileptic affection of the
organs or speech, and the victim ia usual
ly a person of a high strung, excitabletemperament. At the last analysis the
cause lies In the- - mind that Is. the stem-- ,
merer stammers because he fears he wl 1

stammer and thus makes himself ridicul-
ous.

"Now, women are much more prone
than men to nervous disorder, and tills
makes their immunity from stammering

tt'tbo-mor- o remarkable.

In this the coat has a plastron front,
this being defined with rows of stitching
and medium-size- d brass buttons, and there .
In a' straight band collar, in velvet; edged
with a fancy gold braid, the ends of the
collar being brought down to form, A V
;mape. . .

VELVET REAPPEARS TO
SIMULATE POCKET FLAPS.

The velvet reappears to simulate JBocket
flaps on the hips, and these are trimmed
in similar manner to the collar. ,

On the fronts of. the deep basques, and
on each side of the tablier front of the
skirt, as well as on the elbow puff of the
sleeve, this sunburst motif is seen, the
gold threads and braid showing up with
excellent effect upon the plum-colore- d

background. ' .?
This skirt is cut to hnrrlv exmim

floor all around, and a velvet binding
makes an appropriate finish at the hem.

A mixed mohair and 'gold braid la used
to define all the seams on both coat and
skirt, the black In the braid sobering
down the effect of the tangerin valval and --

gold embroidery.
And In ber carriage. coats and.avenlngr

wraps the Military Glrr-wl- ll hold true, to
her reigning fad. f ttWhile she employs more expensive BUd
luxurious materials and , trimmings,
nevertheless, she Insists that there be
some place, and. that a .prominent on,
for her beloved gold, braid and bullet but-
tons. , ?

The smart girl favors white eonsldera- -
My, and upon a white zibeline coat she will
have the military cape bordered with n
band of expensive embroidered caracula soft, white curlv fur and a dainty de-
sign worked above the" band in the

gold, soutache. 1

She will have eDaulets. ton. nA nn '
.these will be posed great, large, bnllcl-shape- d

brass or gilt buttons, and the
double-breast- ed fastening wit) ba ef-
fected by means, of the same buttons
caught Into, narrow gilt edrds. Instead of
into buttonholes. ' ,
EVENING COATS MORE THAN
THREE-QUARTE- R LENGTH: i--

These evening coats are considerably
more than three-quart- er length; the'best
of them coming to about tho ankle, ami
the 'linings are frequently oven more
luxurious In effect and in reality than the
outside. ,
.Ana er ,,a,s to- - "how tho Influence
this military Idea will-hav- j,,There will be tricorne hats, little Jaunfir
Napoleon hats and Continental turban,
and these will bo trimmed with pompons,
with cockades, with military rosettes and
hussar plumes.

And upon one and all of them will ap-
pear some touch of gold. ,

Some, of ttherii wlILhave.a gold galan
for binding: other will have Just a sim-
ple band of gold braid around the crown:
others, again, will have the rosette of
quilled gold or sliver braid mixed In with
velvet-lnde- ed, there Is ijralily no limit
to the ways In which It may be applied.

You can put It en in almost any wa
that suits yourself: thb one thihg ond tlvmain thing is to' have, it there, and inplain view. -

'For some mysterious reason their
nervousness affects their organs of
speech only'in the rarest of Instances."

Akmere man. In discussing woman's im-
munity from stammering, was ungnilant
enough tp suggest that any Interference
with her ability to talk would bn a crue!
and unusual punishment within the mean-
ing of the Constitution of the United
States, and, therefore, a, pnnlhmnt
never 'tobe Inflicted by a. beneficent
Providence.

The theory also has been advanced tha
women are Jess than men.
for It Is asserted that

the basis of the confusion of the
stammerer.

When the attention of, a, lifelong suf-
ferer from halting articulation was calhil
to Doctor Shradv's statement that tl--

stamraereH stammers through fear or
stammering ho replied: 4

'That Is It exactly, he Of my earllesi
recollections Is of being laughed at by two
of my aunts when I got badly twfsted In
trying to make a remark. Ever since then
the fear of stammering- - has haunted mi-
ll) a greater or 'less degree. Now. It lw
been my cxperlerce that women seldom
suffer'frpm to this cx-te- fr.

.
"I do hot mean to sav that all women

are totally vo'd of I
have known girls who wire victims of
the blushing habit, and. as my kindred
affliction enabled me to sicak to themabout it I discovered Hint thev htnihMl
fear of doing so." i
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